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Singapore Cord Blood Bank 1st in region to join global transplant network 
Announcement coincides with public cord blood bank’s 2nd anniversary 

  
 
24 September 2007 - The Singapore Cord Blood Bank (SCBB), Singapore’s first public 
cord blood bank, announced its membership to the National Marrow Donor Program 
(NMDP) global network of cord blood banks today. SCBB is the first in the region and third 
international cord blood bank outside the USA to join this global network. The other two 
international cord blood banks in the NMDP network are located in Taiwan and the Middle 
East.  
 
NMDP is a hub of a global transplant network that connects more than 450 leading 
Transplant Centres, Bone Marrow Donor Centres, Cord Blood Banks and Repositories 
worldwide.  It is a global leader in facilitating the search for patients requiring an unrelated 
haematopoetic stem cell (HSC) transplant. NMDP does this by connecting patients with 
donors by managing the world’s largest and most diverse registry, which includes more 
than 60,000 cord blood units. It also serves as a resource for patients and transplant 
physicians and has invested in research programmes to advance the science of cord blood 
transplants. 
 
The announcement of the SCBB’s membership to the NMDP network was made at an 
event celebrating the Bank’s second anniversary today.  To be recognised, the SCBB 
successfully completed NMDP’s on-site inspection and audit process. As with all other 
banks in the network, the SCBB has met NMDP’s rigorous standards of IND, current FDA 
regulations and was audited by the NMDP according to AABB and/or NetCord/FACT 
standards for collection, processing and storage of units.  
 
This collaboration represents a milestone in SCBB's history and reaffirms the Bank’s 
mission as a national resource to help save lives. Since its launch in 2005, two successful 
transplants have been performed using units from the Bank and the process for one more 
has been initiated. To date, SCBB has banked more than 2,500 cord blood units and has a 
target to build an inventory of at least 10,000 cord blood units in stages, which would give 
patients an 80% chance of finding a suitable match. The bank has 3 public hospitals and 6 
private hospitals participating in its cord blood donation programme. The participating 
hospitals give expectant mothers an opportunity to consider cord blood donation to the 
public bank and have contributed to the success of the SCBB programme to date. 
 
Mr Steven Sobak, SCBB’s Chief Executive Officer, said, “ Admission to NMDP’s network is 
a great encouragement to us as it shows international recognition of SCBB’s commitment 
to stringent quality and safety standards. Interest in donating to the SCBB has been 
growing and we hope this achievement will prompt even more Singaporeans to donate cord 
blood and join us in our mission to build a life-saving, national resource to benefit our 
community. As a member of the global community, Singapore’s unique multi-ethnic mix will 
also benefit minority patients overseas who are searching for a suitable cord blood unit 
match.” 
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At the second anniversary celebrations, invited guest, Dr Jeff Chell, NMDP’s Chief 
Executive Officer spoke to the audience of transplant physicians, nurses and healthcare 
administrators on the role of public cord blood banks and the NMDP global network, and 
their ultimate goal in improving patient care. He also shared his thoughts on the many 
possibilities of stem cell transplantation, and how crossing international borders promotes 
the diversity of cord blood units, which helps to bridge the gap between patients and 
transplants.  
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Notes to Media 
For enquiries, please contact Tina Nambiar, Manager, Corporate Communications, 
SingHealth DID: 6557 4949 / Mobile: 9368 7003 / Email: tina.nambiar@singhealth.com.sg 
 
About the Singapore Cord Blood Bank 
 
The Singapore Cord Blood Bank (SCBB) is a not-for-profit public cord blood banking facility 
whose mission is to provide placental cord blood units of high safety and quality, through 
the practice of internationally accredited techniques of collection, processing, banking and 
disposition, in order to support cord blood transplantation and related research in Singapore 
and around the world.  
 
The SCBB is a national resource that is supported by Singapore’s largest healthcare 
provider – SingHealth, as well as two volunteer welfare organisations – Children’s Cancer 
Foundation and Club Rainbow Singapore.  
 
Participating Hospitals on SCBB’s programme: KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital, 
Singapore General Hospital, National University Hospital, East Shore Hospital, Gleneagles 
Hospital, Mount Alvernia Hospital, Mount Elizabeth Hospital, Raffles Hospital and Thomson 
Medical Centre. 
 

About the National Marrow Donor Program  

The NMDP facilitates unrelated marrow and cord blood transplants as a single point of 
access for a long-standing collaborative network of national and international leading 
medical facilities in marrow and cord blood transplantation. The NMDP connects 
patients, doctors, donors and researchers to the resources they need to help more 
people live longer and healthier lives. For more information or visit www.marrow.org. 


