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For more information
please visit www.scbb.com.sg

Alternatively, you may

call 6394 5011, or

email info@scbb.com.sg

with your queries and feedback.

Your baby’s umbilical cord 

blood can be collected at SCBB’s 

partner obstetric hospitals.

Please remember to contact

 SCBB for an appointment

to complete the Informed

Consent and Medical History

 Questionnaire before admission 

into the hospital.
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More parents in Singapore are coming forward to donate their 

babies’ cord blood as an altruistic act of giving a lifeline to 

someone in need of a Haematopoietic Stem Cell 

Transplant, also known as Blood-Forming Stem 

Cell Transplant, to survive. In conjunction with 

Cord Blood Awareness Month in July, cord 

blood donors share the importance of 

knowing your cord blood banking 

options and their reason for 

donating their baby’s cord blood 

to the Singapore Cord Blood Bank 

(SCBB). 

Engineer Kelvin Chan and teacher 

Eunice Tan took great care in weighing 

their cord blood banking options when 

they were expecting their fi rst child. 

After deliberating the pros and cons of 

public and private banking options, Kelvin 

and Eunice deduced that there were two major 

issues they had to deal with before making their 

decision about their baby’s cord blood.

What was on their mind?

The fi rst issue was a perennial question which Kelvin and Eunice 

believe many parents would ask themselves before making a choice: 

Will they, one day, regret their decision to not bank their baby’s cord 

blood privately?

“The thought of banking our baby’s cord blood privately as a form 

of ‘biological insurance’ was deeply entrenched in our mind,” Kelvin 

confessed.

“We were fearful of the guilt that we have to bear, if our child should 

truly need her cord blood one day but do not have access to it because 

we decided not to bank it privately. As parents, we would want to do 

everything humanly possible to ensure that our child grows up well, 

and not choosing to save her cord blood seemed to go against our 

instincts as her caregivers. “

The second issue was the couple’s uncertainty of whether private cord 

blood banking was a “sound” investment, if their daughter requires a 

Haematopoietic Stem Cell Transplant (HSCT) one day.  

“Of course, we do not want anything bad to befall on our child, but 

we wanted to know the possibility of using her own cord blood for a 

cord blood transplant if it happens,” Kelvin explained. 

Elaborating further with an analogy, Kelvin compared private cord 

blood banking to a personal accident insurance plan, whereas the 
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^ NMDP is the hub of a global transplant network that connects more than 450 leading centres worldwide to 

establish the world’s largest listing of potential marrow donors and donated cord blood units.

1 Petrini C. Umbilical cord blood collection, storage and use: ethical issue. Blood Transfus. 2010;8(3):139–148.

insured would want to know the possible 

success rate of claiming the premiums he is 

paying for.

Seek answers

With these two issues weighing heavily on 

their minds, Kelvin and Eunice decided to 

approach them from diff erent angles. They 

fi rst found out if either of their families has any 

histories of genetic blood disorders. This could be a 

good indication of the possible need of their daughter’s 

cord blood for their family.

Next, they decided to fi nd out the diseases that can be treated by 

autologous transplant, using his/her own cord blood for a HSCT.

“Since private cord blood banking is similar to buying a form of 

insurance for our child, it was better to be thorough before making a 

decision. We found that the use of cord blood for autologous therapy 

is very limited,” Kelvin revealed. The couple also found out that the 

probability of an autologous transplant is estimated to be between 

0.04% and 0.0005% in the fi rst 20 years of life.

“While we hate to make a decision on our child’s life based on statistic, 

we also know that in medical science there is no 100% certainty in 

ensuring the safety of our child’s life, as much as we want to,” Kelvin 

said. 

He continued, “Unfortunately, cord blood will not be the cure-all for 

most of the diseases that may befall on our child. With this thought, 

we decided to donate our child’s cord blood to the public bank in the 

hope that it will benefi t someone who needs it more.”

Kelvin and Eunice, after much research and consideration, now 

believe that the benefi ts of cord blood should ultimately be utilised 

in a public cord blood bank for the greater good of providing an 

increased chance of a patient fi nding a match, instead of storing it in 

a private cord blood bank and possibly not helping anyone.

One of the main 

issues, which I believe 

many parents will ask 

themselves, is whether we 

will regret one day for not 

banking it privately.

~ Kelvin
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The Gift of Hope

Did you know…?

1. In Singapore, 40 – 60% patients needing HSCT are unable to fi nd a 

suitable match.

2. 65 – 80% of Asian patients in the world are waiting to fi nd a life-saving 

match. 

3. Patients are most likely to match someone of their own race or ethnicity.

4 Less than 10% of the National Marrow Donor Program (NMDP)^ 

registry consists of Asian cord blood units. 

5. About 30% of patients in need of HSCT can fi nd a matched donor 

in their family. The other 70% may turn to unrelated donors via donor 

registries such as public cord blood banks.

6. Increased usage of cord blood for transplants at present, as cord blood 

has unique advantages over bone marrow and mobilised peripheral 

blood for HSCT:

• Earliest source of stem cells available and are at the most naïve state

• Do not need perfect match

• More resistant to infection and have fewer side eff ects after transplant

• Harvesting of stem cells does not require a surgical procedure

• Does not harm the mother and baby donor

7. Cord blood collection is safe and ethical.

8. The number of cord blood units required for HSCT depends on the 

patient’s weight. While a child usually requires one unit, an adult would 

typically require two.

9. The fi rst public cord blood bank was opened 

in 1992 at The New York Blood Center while 

the fi rst private/family bank was opened in 

1995.

10. Private/family cord blood 

banking is banned in France 

and Italy due to various reasons, 

including the likelihood “to 

contradict the principle of solidarity” 

in a society1. 
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Sujitha Sugunan and her husband’s reason to opt for public 

cord blood bank was straightforward: “We decided to 

donate our baby’s cord blood when we learnt that the 

stem cells in the cord blood can help someone with a life-

threatening disease.” 

She and her husband Jithesh, a System Analyst, 

supported the cause of donating cord blood and 

would have made the same decision, irrespective of 

the country they were residing.

“We always look forward to contributing towards 

the advancement of science. It also gave us 

pleasure that our baby contributed to the world 

just by her birth.”

Out of 31 conditions that the Singapore Cord Blood 

Bank (SCBB) has helped to facilitate, over half of them 

are blood cancers and the rest are blood disorders.

Out of all the patients SCBB has helped to facilitate 

transplants for:

• 91% of adults and 53% of children were treated for 

blood cancer

For Charlotte Goh and her husband Hannes Martin Hentze, donating 

their baby’s cord blood was an informed decision.

“We realised that the private cord blood banks do not test their 

banked cord blood units as stringently as SCBB. Our research also 

showed that up to 50% of the privately stored cord blood units cannot 

be used after they are thawed,” Charlotte, a Marketing Consultant, 

commented.

Further research revealed that the usage of one’s own cord blood 

(autologous transplant) is not applicable to conditions such as leukaemia 

and other genetic conditions because the genetic defect would be 

present in the banked cord blood. The couple also found out 

during their research that as the child grows, the amount of cord 

blood in a unit may be insuffi  cient for treatment as adults usually 

require more than one cord blood unit.

With this information on hand, the couple decided that their 

child’s cord blood would be put to better use when donated 

to a public cord blood bank. This way, a patient needing a 

life-saving transplant may benefi t from the cord blood 

donated by Charlotte, Hannes and their child.
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Understanding Blood Cancer

The two most common forms of blood cancer SCBB 

has helped to facilitate transplants for are acute 

lymphocytic leukemia (ALL) and acute myeloid 

leukemia (AML).

The most common blood cancer

61%

39%

Children

53%
47%

Adults

91%

9%

What is acute lymphocytic 

leukemia (ALL)?

• A type of cancer of the blood and bone marrow 

(where blood cells are made)

• “Acute” means that the disease progresses quickly 

and “lymphocytic” means immature form of 

lymphocytes (a type of white blood cell) are 

produced, rather than mature ones.

• If not treated, the disease would probably be fatal 

within a few months.

• Most common type of cancer in children - about 

80% of children with leukemia have ALL.

What is acute myeloid leukemia 

(AML)?

• Also a cancer of the blood and bone marrow, and 

the cancer progresses rapidly

• Aff ects the myeloid cells - a group of blood cells 

that normally develop into various types of mature 

blood cells such as red blood cells, white blood cells 

and platelets

• Caused when fast growth of abnormal white blood 

cells accumulate in the bone marrow, thus building 

up and hindering with the production of healthy 

blood cells

• Most common type of leukemia in adults

Information credit: National University Cancer Institute 

Singapore, Cancer Science Institute of Singapore, 

Mayoclinic

If you are unsure of your cord blood banking options, 

talk to your obstetrician and gynaecologist (ObGyn) 

and/or approach SCBB.

Blood Cancer Blood Disorder

ALL & AML Others
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The Gift of Hope
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