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Dear Donor’s Mum,

I still remember the day my son, Sin Jun, 
was transferred to the Bone Marrow 
Transplant (BMT) room in 2006. Mother’s 
Day also fell on that weekend. 

It was another phase of uncertainty 
and anxiety – a recurring feeling for me 
since Sin Jun was diagnosed with Severe 
Combined Immunodefi ciency (SCID) 
when he was 6 months old. 

But this time, Sin Jun was not alone. Your 
baby’s cord blood was with him and it 
was going to save his life.

Sin Jun is our only child!  He had no sibling 
who could be a suitable match; he had 
no choice but to rely on stem cell donors 
for the transplant that could save his life. 

We initially had very high hopes that we will fi nd a match soon as the doctors said that 
Sin Jun is of a typical Asian tissue type. But as the search for a match got longer, our 
hopes dwindled and Sin Jun was getting weaker due to infections and medications.

After four months of search, a suitable stem cell match was fi nally found through your 
child’s cord blood.

We were very eager to let him start on the transplant process but it was delayed for 
another few months because Sin Jun was not in a suitable condition to go through the 
process that could further weaken him. 

But my son was never in a stable condition; not even few weeks before the transplant.

Sin Jun would vomit many times, and had diarrhoea and high fever every day. His health 
was deteriorating! We could not wait; his transplant had to proceed, eventually, without 
any choice. 

Due to this uncertainty, I felt distressed before the transplant. I threw up whenever I 
ate. I even had to slap myself in the hope of preventing myself from having negative 
thoughts. Just a few days before the transplant, I broke down. It felt like I had no choice 
but to let my son go through the transplant despite the risks, because I couldn’t aff ord 
to lose my boy.

On that Mother’s Day in 2006, I was confi ned 
with my son in the small BMT room separated 
by two doors from the outside world as his 
Stem Cell Transplant process began. 

I gained strength from the thought that a part 
of your child; through your child’s donated 
cord blood, was going to be with him. I told 
myself that they were going to fi ght this 
together. This gave me strength throughout 
the transplant period. 

Open Letter 
from a Mother 
to Another

A mother is not a person to 
lean on, but a person to make 

leaning unnecessary.
– Dorothy Canfi eld Fisher

To all our mother donors, you do not only 
nurture your children to become self-reliant; 
you have already, through your cord blood 
donation, made many patients independent 
and free from a life-time of medication, 
infections, frequent and/or long hospitalisation 
stays and a future fi lled with many uncertainties.

Singapore Cord Blood Bank’s (SCBB) strength 
comes from your strong support for our 
mission to save lives. You brought a life to this 
world and at the same time, gave someone a 
chance to continue living in this world.

This Mother’s Day, SCBB would like to say a big 
thank you for your selfl ess act of donating cord 
blood. Three mothers, whose children were 
given a new lease of life through donated cord 
blood from SCBB, also share their gratitude 
through their open letters to you. 

Hoh Sin Jun (centre), SCBB’s fi rst benefi ciary, was 
diagnosed with Severe Combined Immunodefi ciency 
(SCID) when he was just 6 months old in 2005.

Sources:
1. Be the Match 
2. National Cord Blood Program
3. U.S. Government Accountability Offi  ce
5. Parent’s Guide to Cord Blood Foundation

7. World Stem Cell Summit
8. Parent’s Guide to Cord Blood Foundation
9. WMDA
10. Dallas News 

Do You Know?
10 facts about public cord blood 
banks around the world!

Over 601,000 cord blood units worldwide are accessible from Be The 
Match registry, the world’s largest and most diverse bone marrow and 
cord blood registry.

The world’s fi rst successful unrelated cord blood transplant took 
place in 1993 using donated cord blood from the world’s fi rst Public 
Cord Blood Bank, New York Blood Center’s National Cord Blood Program.

About US$2,500 is needed to process and store one cord blood 
unit donated to public cord blood banks, which are supported by 
government and/or fund-raising eff orts.

Cord blood donation to public cord blood banks is free.

Only 17% of more than 3.7 million cord blood units worldwide are 
banked in public cord blood banks. 

Public cord blood banks evaluate all donated cord blood units against 
stringent criteria before banking.

About 30 - 70% of donated cord blood units do not meet the 
requirements needed for future transplants.

Out of 158 public cord blood banks in the world, 37 banks are in Asia 
to meet the needs of Asian patients.

20 public cord blood banks in 4 Asian countries cater to cord blood 
transplants only for their citizens. 

By 2015, 10,000 cord blood transplants are expected to be performed 
annually using publicly donated cord blood.
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Continued on Page 2Mrs Hoh and Sin Jun behind a glass 
window that separated them from 

outside interaction.

http://www.nationalcordbloodprogram.org/about/ncbp_milestones.html
http://bethematch.org/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=1968
http://www.gao.gov/assets/590/585682.pdf
http://parentsguidecordblood.org/press/
http://www.worldstemcellsummit.com/files/2009_report/4-8_2009.pdf
http://parentsguidecordblood.org/press/
http://www.dallasnews.com/lifestyles/health-and-fitness/columnists/nancy-churnin/20130923-should-you-bank-your-babys-cord-blood-or-donate-it.ece?ssimg=1210008
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Teng Hong Yi (left) was diagnosed with Chronic 
Myelogenous Leukaemia (CML) when he was 9 
years old in 2009.

Stephen (left) with 
his two sisters during 
his hospital stay

Stephen Oon was 
diagnosed with Chronic 
Granulomatous Disease 

(CGD) when he was just 3 
months old in 2010.

Stephen fought many 
infections before receiving a 
cord blood transplant

Stephen with 
his older sister

Dear Mother who donated the life-saving 
cord blood,

Here’s wishing you a heartfelt Happy Mother’s 
Day! 

For me, this year is going to be one of the 
most memorable Mother’s Day that I would 
experience, since my son Stephen was 
diagnosed of his rare 
i m m u n o d e f i c i e n c y 
disorder in mid-2010. 

My life had been a roller 
coaster ride ever since I 
discovered that his only 
cure was a Haematopoietic 
Stem Cell Transplant 
(HSCT) to survive past his 
early childhood. Ideally, 
the transplant should be 
done within the fi rst year 
from birth. 

My anxieties grew with 
each passing infection 
and each hospitalisation 
for Stephen, especially 
when his sibling was not 
a match for him. However, 
after a two-month search, 
my silver lining appeared 
on the day I was notifi ed 
of a suitable cord blood 
match at SCBB.

Unfortunately, my joy was short lived as I had 
to journey with him through another two and a 
half years of infections, pain and suff ering before 
Stephen’s condition stabilised and he was given 
the clearance to undergo the transplant.

Throughout this entire duration, I was more 
determined than ever to save my son’s life as I 
picked up my pace to acquire knowledge on 
treatment and clinical skills in caring for him. 
Along the way, our family had to compromise 
on our normal lifestyle as we made changes to 
accommodate Stephen’s health conditions. 

My husband and I isolated ourselves from our 
extended family and friends. We did not bring 
Stephen out of the house except to KKH (KK 
Women’s & Children’s Hospital), to minimise him 
from acquiring infection from interactions with 
other people and the external environment. 

I felt lonely and depressed as I worked incessantly 
round the clock 24/7 for this seemingly endless 
extended duration. This feeling of helplessness 
was further exacerbated by the additional 
duties of daily perianal wound dressing changes 
and colostomy site maintenance for Stephen 
whilst taking care of an elder child and later 
being expectant with my third child. 

Luckily for me, Stephen managed to receive his 
transplant in early 2013. As he was in an immune 
compromised state during the transplant 
procedure, I volunteered to stay with him in a 
sterile, controlled isolation room. 

It was a turbulent time for me as Stephen 
was experiencing fever, hypertension, high 

Dear Mommy, I really have a lot to share 
with you about what happened after 
the transplant. It was a long fi ght for Sin 
Jun since his diagnosis. 

You might not know how many 
wonderful moments your gift had 
brought us… It was a blessing!

The stem cells from your child’s cord 
blood engrafted on the 31st day 
after the transplant. When the doctor 
listened to his lungs, he said, “That was 
the clearest of his lungs I have ever 
heard!” I was overwhelmed with joy 
and relief as that moment signifi ed the 
beginning of a normal life for my son.

Sin Jun was in the hospital for 15 
months since his diagnosis. On the 
13th month, my son and I stepped out 
of the BMT room for the fi rst time to 
take a stroll. At that time, all the nurses 
on duty cheered for my son, the little 
warrior. Finally, after such a long ordeal, 
we went back home together on 14 
Dec 2006.

I had the best Mother’s Day in 2006, 
when Sin Jun had his transplant, and 
every Mother’s Day is a reminder of the 
gift of life my son received from you 
and your child.

Thank you, Mommy! You and your child 
have given us a new lease of life. 

I believe miracles do happen because 
of you and your precious gift to us.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs Hoh
(Mother of Hoh Sin Jun)

The news dashed our hopes. It left us feeling upset 
and uncertain if Hong Yi would ever fi nd a suitable 
match, because searching for an unrelated stem 
cell match was even more diffi  cult. 

But, that was not the only disappointment we 
faced. 

The fi rst round of search for a suitable match 
in Singapore yielded no match and we were 
informed that searching and obtaining a match 
from overseas would cost more.

At that time, Hong Yi’s father and I only wanted 
to do all we can for our son and did not want to 
regret for not giving him a chance of survival. We 
decided to search overseas even with the high 
cost, if the second local search is unsuccessful. 
The longer wait was also weakening Hong Yi’s 
condition.

Just when we were losing hope, a suitable match 
for Hong Yi through your baby’s cord blood 
was found from the Singapore Cord Blood Bank 
(SCBB), putting an end to the three-month long 
search process.

in case I picked up an infection from outside 
interaction. With exhaustion and stress 
accumulating every day, I couldn’t help but 
feel like I was locked up. 

The 45 days spent in the room was very 
emotional for me as I witnessed my son go 
through the painful transplant process. It 
was especially upsetting to see him receive 
intensive chemotherapy to destroy his bone 
marrow. This was done before infusing new 
cells from the donated cord blood into him. 
I saw my son grow weak, lose his hair, throw 
up every time he smelt food and suff er from 
diarrhoea. I could not help but cry every day 
seeing him in pain.

Through these days, your donated cord 
blood was Hong Yi’s and my constant 
encouragement and hope that everything 
will turn out well after the transplant. 

We were excited on the day the stem cell was 
infused into Hong Yi on 26 July 2010. The day 
signifi ed a new life and beginning for Hong 
Yi and one step closer to reuniting with our 
family.

On the day of discharge from the hospital, I 
was overwhelmed with happiness that my 
son recovered and can now engage in any 
activity like other children. As a boy who 
loves sports, Hong Yi was overjoyed that now 
he can play outdoors.

We thank you for the selfl ess donation of 
your child’s cord blood! Your baby’s cord 
blood came at a time when we were helpless 
and did not know what else to do.

Continued from page 1

Hong Yi on 
transplant day.

The cord blood was 
truly a blessing to us, 
because it was a fully-
matched cord blood 
for Hong Yi! 

After knowing that 
a full match means 
higher possibility 
of fewer or even 
no transplant 
complications, we 
were less anxious 
about the transplant. 

Hong Yi was soon 
transferred to a Bone Marrow Transplant (BMT) 
room to undergo the transplant procedure. The 
special room was limited to only his doctors and 
nurses. As his caregiver, I was allowed in the room 
with him but was not allowed to leave the room 

Dear Donor’s Mummy,

I do not know who you are, but I wish to tell 
you that your baby’s cord blood is the gift 
of life for my son, Hong Yi.  He was not able 
to fi nd a match from his two other siblings 
and the initial search through the local bone 
marrow donor registry did not yield any 
favourable results. He had experienced these 
two disappointments, before your baby’s cord 
blood gave him a second chance in life. Let 
me share my story with you.

In 2009, Hong Yi was diagnosed with Chronic 
Myelogenous Leukaemia (CML), a rare blood 
cancer. When I was informed of his diagnosis, 
it felt as if the sky had collapsed on me and 
the weight was too unbearable to carry on 
my shoulders. My fi rst thought was that 
leukaemia was incurable and that my son, 
then only 9 years old, was going to die. 

Hong Yi was fi rst treated with prescribed 
medication, which had shown very high 
rates of remission and survival among many 
other patients with CML. But, he was not 
responding well to it.

His Transplant Physician then recommended 
Haematopoietic Stem Cell Transplant (HSCT), 
a possible cure for Hong Yi’s condition. Hong 
Yi’s father and I also felt that the transplant 
would be better than a life-time of medication 
for Hong Yi. 

We were informed that siblings are usually 
more likely to be a compatible stem cell 
donor than parents and relatives, so, Hong Yi 
had a high chance of fi nding a match from his 
two siblings. 

My other two children underwent 
compatibility tests and we waited with high 
hope that the transplant would soon begin 
and this nightmare would end.

Imagine our disappointment, the test results 
were negative! Both siblings were not a 
suitable match for Hong Yi!  

Regina (left) and Hong Yi in 
the BMT room

Hong Yi six months 
after transplant 
with his mother 
and two siblings

The cord blood was truly a 
blessing to us, because it 
was a fully-matched cord 

blood for Hong Yi!

breathing rate and low oxygenation 
level simultaneously at one stage. I 
endured sleepless nights to maintain 
vigils over Stephen and monitor 
his vital signs closely. Furthermore, 
I could not have physical access to 
my husband and two other children 
which aff ected Stephen’s and my 
emotional state of mind as we lost 
track of time and waited anxiously for 
signs of successful engraftment. 

Even though Stephen was successfully 
engrafted two weeks before his third 
birthday, his entire transplant duration 
lasted a sheer 131 days before he was fi nally 
discharged. 

Since then, Stephen has progressed so much 
as he is given a new lease of life. He has now 
experienced so many fi rsts with the family - 
fi rst trip to the shopping mall, fi rst stroll on 
the sandy white beach facing the Andaman 
Sea, fi rst jacuzzi dip and many more! 

I am proud to say that Stephen has recently 
passed his one year post-transplant 
milestone with a clean bill of health and is 
experiencing school for the fi rst time in his 
life. 

When I look at Stephen now, I beam with 
pride and gratefulness for the life-changing 
gift of cord blood and the impact it has on 
him and his future. 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for 
your gift of life to Stephen and our family! 
Your generosity has given me immeasurable 
happiness beyond words as I watch Stephen 
blossom with such resilience and zest for life. 

Yours Sincerely,
Karen
(Mother of Stephen Oon)

My wish for this Mother’s Day is that no 
other mother would have to go through 
what I experienced. If every mother donates 
cord blood, it would increase the chance for 
anyone fi nding a match for transplants. 

On this Mother’s Day, I would like to express 
our gratitude as your baby’s cord blood 
means a lot to my family and me as it saved 
my son’s life and gave him a second chance 
in life. 

Happy Mother’s Day!

With love,
Regina 
(Mother of Teng Hong Yi)

Mrs Hoh stayed by Sin Jun during the 
15-month-long hospitalisation stay

Mrs Hoh and Sin Jun 
in the Bone Marrow 

Transplant Room
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Dear Mother who donated the life-saving 
cord blood,

Here’s wishing you a heartfelt Happy Mother’s 
Day! 

For me, this year is going to be one of the 
most memorable Mother’s Day that I would 
experience, since my son Stephen was 
diagnosed of his rare 
i m m u n o d e f i c i e n c y 
disorder in mid-2010. 

My life had been a roller 
coaster ride ever since I 
discovered that his only 
cure was a Haematopoietic 
Stem Cell Transplant 
(HSCT) to survive past his 
early childhood. Ideally, 
the transplant should be 
done within the fi rst year 
from birth. 

My anxieties grew with 
each passing infection 
and each hospitalisation 
for Stephen, especially 
when his sibling was not 
a match for him. However, 
after a two-month search, 
my silver lining appeared 
on the day I was notifi ed 
of a suitable cord blood 
match at SCBB.

Unfortunately, my joy was short lived as I had 
to journey with him through another two and a 
half years of infections, pain and suff ering before 
Stephen’s condition stabilised and he was given 
the clearance to undergo the transplant.

Throughout this entire duration, I was more 
determined than ever to save my son’s life as I 
picked up my pace to acquire knowledge on 
treatment and clinical skills in caring for him. 
Along the way, our family had to compromise 
on our normal lifestyle as we made changes to 
accommodate Stephen’s health conditions. 

My husband and I isolated ourselves from our 
extended family and friends. We did not bring 
Stephen out of the house except to KKH (KK 
Women’s & Children’s Hospital), to minimise him 
from acquiring infection from interactions with 
other people and the external environment. 

I felt lonely and depressed as I worked incessantly 
round the clock 24/7 for this seemingly endless 
extended duration. This feeling of helplessness 
was further exacerbated by the additional 
duties of daily perianal wound dressing changes 
and colostomy site maintenance for Stephen 
whilst taking care of an elder child and later 
being expectant with my third child. 

Luckily for me, Stephen managed to receive his 
transplant in early 2013. As he was in an immune 
compromised state during the transplant 
procedure, I volunteered to stay with him in a 
sterile, controlled isolation room. 

It was a turbulent time for me as Stephen 
was experiencing fever, hypertension, high 

Dear Mommy, I really have a lot to share 
with you about what happened after 
the transplant. It was a long fi ght for Sin 
Jun since his diagnosis. 

You might not know how many 
wonderful moments your gift had 
brought us… It was a blessing!

The stem cells from your child’s cord 
blood engrafted on the 31st day 
after the transplant. When the doctor 
listened to his lungs, he said, “That was 
the clearest of his lungs I have ever 
heard!” I was overwhelmed with joy 
and relief as that moment signifi ed the 
beginning of a normal life for my son.

Sin Jun was in the hospital for 15 
months since his diagnosis. On the 
13th month, my son and I stepped out 
of the BMT room for the fi rst time to 
take a stroll. At that time, all the nurses 
on duty cheered for my son, the little 
warrior. Finally, after such a long ordeal, 
we went back home together on 14 
Dec 2006.

I had the best Mother’s Day in 2006, 
when Sin Jun had his transplant, and 
every Mother’s Day is a reminder of the 
gift of life my son received from you 
and your child.

Thank you, Mommy! You and your child 
have given us a new lease of life. 

I believe miracles do happen because 
of you and your precious gift to us.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs Hoh
(Mother of Hoh Sin Jun)

The news dashed our hopes. It left us feeling upset 
and uncertain if Hong Yi would ever fi nd a suitable 
match, because searching for an unrelated stem 
cell match was even more diffi  cult. 

But, that was not the only disappointment we 
faced. 

The fi rst round of search for a suitable match 
in Singapore yielded no match and we were 
informed that searching and obtaining a match 
from overseas would cost more.

At that time, Hong Yi’s father and I only wanted 
to do all we can for our son and did not want to 
regret for not giving him a chance of survival. We 
decided to search overseas even with the high 
cost, if the second local search is unsuccessful. 
The longer wait was also weakening Hong Yi’s 
condition.

Just when we were losing hope, a suitable match 
for Hong Yi through your baby’s cord blood 
was found from the Singapore Cord Blood Bank 
(SCBB), putting an end to the three-month long 
search process.

in case I picked up an infection from outside 
interaction. With exhaustion and stress 
accumulating every day, I couldn’t help but 
feel like I was locked up. 

The 45 days spent in the room was very 
emotional for me as I witnessed my son go 
through the painful transplant process. It 
was especially upsetting to see him receive 
intensive chemotherapy to destroy his bone 
marrow. This was done before infusing new 
cells from the donated cord blood into him. 
I saw my son grow weak, lose his hair, throw 
up every time he smelt food and suff er from 
diarrhoea. I could not help but cry every day 
seeing him in pain.

Through these days, your donated cord 
blood was Hong Yi’s and my constant 
encouragement and hope that everything 
will turn out well after the transplant. 

We were excited on the day the stem cell was 
infused into Hong Yi on 26 July 2010. The day 
signifi ed a new life and beginning for Hong 
Yi and one step closer to reuniting with our 
family.

On the day of discharge from the hospital, I 
was overwhelmed with happiness that my 
son recovered and can now engage in any 
activity like other children. As a boy who 
loves sports, Hong Yi was overjoyed that now 
he can play outdoors.

We thank you for the selfl ess donation of 
your child’s cord blood! Your baby’s cord 
blood came at a time when we were helpless 
and did not know what else to do.
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emotional state of mind as we lost 
track of time and waited anxiously for 
signs of successful engraftment. 
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engrafted two weeks before his third 
birthday, his entire transplant duration 
lasted a sheer 131 days before he was fi nally 
discharged. 

Since then, Stephen has progressed so much 
as he is given a new lease of life. He has now 
experienced so many fi rsts with the family - 
fi rst trip to the shopping mall, fi rst stroll on 
the sandy white beach facing the Andaman 
Sea, fi rst jacuzzi dip and many more! 
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When I look at Stephen now, I beam with 
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your gift of life to Stephen and our family! 
Your generosity has given me immeasurable 
happiness beyond words as I watch Stephen 
blossom with such resilience and zest for life. 

Yours Sincerely,
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(Mother of Stephen Oon)

My wish for this Mother’s Day is that no 
other mother would have to go through 
what I experienced. If every mother donates 
cord blood, it would increase the chance for 
anyone fi nding a match for transplants. 

On this Mother’s Day, I would like to express 
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means a lot to my family and me as it saved 
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Dear Donor’s Mum,

I still remember the day my son, Sin Jun, 
was transferred to the Bone Marrow 
Transplant (BMT) room in 2006. Mother’s 
Day also fell on that weekend. 

It was another phase of uncertainty 
and anxiety – a recurring feeling for me 
since Sin Jun was diagnosed with Severe 
Combined Immunodefi ciency (SCID) 
when he was 6 months old. 

But this time, Sin Jun was not alone. Your 
baby’s cord blood was with him and it 
was going to save his life.

Sin Jun is our only child!  He had no sibling 
who could be a suitable match; he had 
no choice but to rely on stem cell donors 
for the transplant that could save his life. 

We initially had very high hopes that we will fi nd a match soon as the doctors said that 
Sin Jun is of a typical Asian tissue type. But as the search for a match got longer, our 
hopes dwindled and Sin Jun was getting weaker due to infections and medications.

After four months of search, a suitable stem cell match was fi nally found through your 
child’s cord blood.

We were very eager to let him start on the transplant process but it was delayed for 
another few months because Sin Jun was not in a suitable condition to go through the 
process that could further weaken him. 

But my son was never in a stable condition; not even few weeks before the transplant.

Sin Jun would vomit many times, and had diarrhoea and high fever every day. His health 
was deteriorating! We could not wait; his transplant had to proceed, eventually, without 
any choice. 

Due to this uncertainty, I felt distressed before the transplant. I threw up whenever I 
ate. I even had to slap myself in the hope of preventing myself from having negative 
thoughts. Just a few days before the transplant, I broke down. It felt like I had no choice 
but to let my son go through the transplant despite the risks, because I couldn’t aff ord 
to lose my boy.

On that Mother’s Day in 2006, I was confi ned 
with my son in the small BMT room separated 
by two doors from the outside world as his 
Stem Cell Transplant process began. 

I gained strength from the thought that a part 
of your child; through your child’s donated 
cord blood, was going to be with him. I told 
myself that they were going to fi ght this 
together. This gave me strength throughout 
the transplant period. 

Open Letter 
from a Mother 
to Another

A mother is not a person to 
lean on, but a person to make 

leaning unnecessary.
– Dorothy Canfi eld Fisher

To all our mother donors, you do not only 
nurture your children to become self-reliant; 
you have already, through your cord blood 
donation, made many patients independent 
and free from a life-time of medication, 
infections, frequent and/or long hospitalisation 
stays and a future fi lled with many uncertainties.

Singapore Cord Blood Bank’s (SCBB) strength 
comes from your strong support for our 
mission to save lives. You brought a life to this 
world and at the same time, gave someone a 
chance to continue living in this world.

This Mother’s Day, SCBB would like to say a big 
thank you for your selfl ess act of donating cord 
blood. Three mothers, whose children were 
given a new lease of life through donated cord 
blood from SCBB, also share their gratitude 
through their open letters to you. 

Hoh Sin Jun (centre), SCBB’s fi rst benefi ciary, was 
diagnosed with Severe Combined Immunodefi ciency 
(SCID) when he was just 6 months old in 2005.

Sources:
1. Be the Match 
2. National Cord Blood Program
3. U.S. Government Accountability Offi  ce
5. Parent’s Guide to Cord Blood Foundation

7. World Stem Cell Summit
8. Parent’s Guide to Cord Blood Foundation
9. WMDA
10. Dallas News 

Do You Know?
10 facts about public cord blood 
banks around the world!

Over 601,000 cord blood units worldwide are accessible from Be The 
Match registry, the world’s largest and most diverse bone marrow and 
cord blood registry.

The world’s fi rst successful unrelated cord blood transplant took 
place in 1993 using donated cord blood from the world’s fi rst Public 
Cord Blood Bank, New York Blood Center’s National Cord Blood Program.

About US$2,500 is needed to process and store one cord blood 
unit donated to public cord blood banks, which are supported by 
government and/or fund-raising eff orts.

Cord blood donation to public cord blood banks is free.

Only 17% of more than 3.7 million cord blood units worldwide are 
banked in public cord blood banks. 

Public cord blood banks evaluate all donated cord blood units against 
stringent criteria before banking.

About 30 - 70% of donated cord blood units do not meet the 
requirements needed for future transplants.

Out of 158 public cord blood banks in the world, 37 banks are in Asia 
to meet the needs of Asian patients.

20 public cord blood banks in 4 Asian countries cater to cord blood 
transplants only for their citizens. 

By 2015, 10,000 cord blood transplants are expected to be performed 
annually using publicly donated cord blood.
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Continued on Page 2Mrs Hoh and Sin Jun behind a glass 
window that separated them from 

outside interaction.

http://www.nationalcordbloodprogram.org/about/ncbp_milestones.html
http://bethematch.org/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=1968
http://www.gao.gov/assets/590/585682.pdf
http://parentsguidecordblood.org/press/
http://www.worldstemcellsummit.com/files/2009_report/4-8_2009.pdf
http://parentsguidecordblood.org/press/
http://www.dallasnews.com/lifestyles/health-and-fitness/columnists/nancy-churnin/20130923-should-you-bank-your-babys-cord-blood-or-donate-it.ece?ssimg=1210008
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