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16 OCTOBER 2015  
 
MEDIA RELEASE 
 

 
For Immediate Release 
 

 
Singapore’s only Public Cord Blood Bank Celebrates a Decade of Saving 
Lives 

 
More than 175 patients with blood-related diseases world-wide helped by the 

Public Bank’s cord blood units 

 
Singapore, 16 October 2015 – The Singapore Cord Blood Bank (SCBB), 

Singapore’s only non-profit public cord blood bank, celebrates 10 years of 

achievements amidst rising demand for unrelated donor umbilical cord blood 

for stem cell transplantations. Donated cord blood from SCBB has benefitted 

over 175 patients with blood-related diseases in Singapore and 15 other 

countries. 

 

Honouring its top donors and supporters 

 

In celebration of its 10th anniversary today, SCBB honoured its top cord blood 

donor, Ms Seri Rahayu who donated cold blood after all six pregnancies. Hoh 

Jun Gi, the first patient to receive cord blood from SCBB for transplant was 

also honoured at the celebrations as well as Assoc Prof Tan Ah Moy, the first 

transplant physician to use SCBB’s cord blood units for transplantation.  

 

SCBB also recognised others for their support of public cord blood banking. 

This included its top cord blood collectors, facilitators of cord blood 

transplants, participating hospitals, transplant centres and transplant 

physicians.  

 

Mrs Tan-Huang Shuo Mei, Chief Executive Officer, Singapore Cord Blood 

Bank said, “The Obstetricians & Gynaecologists and donor mothers 

collectively make this precious national resource of over 31,000 cord blood 

donations a reality. Complementing this, the transplant physicians play a 
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pivotal role in translating the cord blood units into a gift of life. Much crucial 

work remains for us ahead – we must continue to increase the number of 

donors so that patients have a higher chance of finding a stem cell match, 

offering hope and a chance of a cure.”  

 

Importance of ethnicity in finding a blood stem cell match 

 

Every year, in Singapore, about 40 to 60 percent of patients needing a 

haematopoietic stem cell transplant (HSCT) to survive are unable to find a 

suitable stem cell match from bone marrow donors and other public cord 

blood banks. 

 

Assoc Prof William Hwang, Medical Director, SCBB, said, “It is challenging for 

patients of Asian, minority or mixed heritage to find an unrelated match. This 

is because most bone marrow and cord blood registries around the world are 

of Caucasian origin. Thus, it is important for a multi-ethnic population such as 

Singapore to continuously expand and maintain a racially diverse, public pool 

of donated cord blood.” 

 

Currently, SCBB has over 11,000 cord blood units available for unrelated 

blood stem cell transplants. Singapore’s public inventory contributes to about 

35 per cent of Asian cord blood units listed in the world’s largest stem cell 

registry, the National Marrow Donor Programme. 

 

 
For media enquiries and interviews, please contact: 
 
Singapore Cord Blood Bank  
 
Ms Charlene Han 

Direct line: 6229 3717 
Mobile: 9106 4754 
E: charlene.han.j.j@scbb.com.sg 
 
SingHealth Group Communications  

 
Ms Syaheeda Aryanie Sapari 
Direct line: 6377 8055 
Mobile: 9826 5394 
E: syaheeda.aryanie.sapari@singhealth.com.sg 
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About the Singapore Cord Blood Bank 
 
The Singapore Cord Blood Bank (SCBB) is Singapore’s only non-profit Public Cord Blood Bank. SCBB 
was officially opened in September 2005, and was set up in response to a demand for unrelated donor 
umbilical cord blood for transplantation therapy by Haematologists and Paediatricians in Singapore. It 
serves as a national resource to provide cord blood units of high safety and quality, through the practice 
of internationally accredited techniques of collection, processing, banking and disposition, in order to 
support cord blood transplantation and related research in Singapore and around the world.    
 
The SCBB raises its own funds for the cost of processing and storage of donated cord blood units. It 
was founded by Singapore Health Services (SingHealth), National Healthcare Group (NHG), Children’s 
Cancer Foundation (CCF) and Club Rainbow. It is supported by Children’s Cancer Foundation, Club 
Rainbow, Khoo Foundation, Lee Foundation, Shaw Foundation, SingHealth Foundation, corporate 
donors and philanthropists. 
 
The hospitals participating in SCBB’s Cord Blood Donation Programme are (according to alphabetical 
order) Gleneagles Hospital, KK Women’s & Children’s Hospital, Mount Alvernia Hospital, Mount 
Elizabeth Novena Hospital, Mount Elizabeth Orchard Hospital, National University Hospital, Parkway 
East Hospital, Raffles Hospital, Singapore General Hospital and Thomson Medical Centre. 
 

 


